WILLIAM MORELL
The next day after this Morell fell sick, and now is the
time that we are to see him play such a farce as was never
before heard of. As soon as his illness was known, a doctor
was sent for, who found him in a high fever, and wrote a
prescription to the apothecary, in conjunction with whom he
waited on him every day afterwards. The baker asked him
if he should write into the country, but Mr Wickham said
no, for he had never a wife, and servants would but disturb
him, so that he had rather they should know nothing of the
matter till he saw how it was like to go with him. The fever
began to increase, and after a few days his life was thought
in danger. The doctor told him his sentiments freely, and he
desired Mr Baker to send for an attorney to make his will,
which was accordingly done, and the writing lodged in the
hands of our landlord, whom he enjoined to open it as soon
as he was dead, which was no longer than the next day.
Now the neighbours are sent for and the will is unsealed.
The baker is constituted one of the executors; a consider-
able estate is given him, besides abundance of plate, linen
and jewels to his wife, and large legacies to all his children;
several sums are allotted to charitable uses; all the servants
are rewarded according to their places and merit. He is to
be interred in town, and the whole management of the
funeral is left to the care of his good friend the baker, who
is over and over again mentioned with a good deal of respect.
To complete all, the lawyer is named who has all the writings
of his estates, and who is to produce the several sums of
money at the time specified.
The baker knew the lawyer whom he mentioned, and
was certain that he used to do business for the family.
He did not, however, go to him directly, as he had
money in the house to defray necessary expenses, and as
he was willing to show as much respect as possible to the
deceased. His house is hung with mourning, a leaden coffin
is made, the body is embowelled, and laid in state. The best
of cloth and silk is bought for himself and family, besides
rings and other particulars. An undertaker is agreed with,
and in short everything is got ready for solemnising the
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